Self-Guided Tour

Until the mid-20th century, the hospital was like a rural community unto itself.
Patients and staff lived, ate, worshipped, and banked on the grounds. Apartments
for doctors and nurses were located in the Center/Administration Building.
Dormitories housed other staff.

Among the exhibits on this floor you will find furniture and other displays that
illustrate the daily lives of patients and staff. A typical patient sleeping room,
equipment from the kitchen, and dietary departments are all represented.

Activity therapy, patient arts and crafts, music therapy, and recreation and
occupational therapy exhibits are displayed. You’ll also see a replica of a 1900

nurses’ station complete with patient clothing storage boxes.

Other exhibits include “Rocking Chair” therapy, the “two-way television,”
and an embroidered sheet that was this patient’s only form of communication.

Embroidered Sheet

Second Floor

For most of the past 500 years, psychiatric treatment has been based on the
assumption that the human brain was a simple, one-dimensional organ. Early
treatment devices, like the reproductions displayed on this floor, produced just
enough positive results to be continued into the late 19th century. The purpose of
blistering, restraining, bleeding, dousing, stomping, and spinning was to shock the
person back into a sense of reality.

By the beginning of the 20th century, there was enough “scientific” evidence that
recently developed fever cabinets, hydrotherapy, phrenology, convulsive therapy,
and psycho surgery would produce desired results.

Additional exhibits on this floor include early lab and pharmacy equipment,
examples of 19th century restraints and tranquilizers, and the unbelievable results
of a 1929 surgical procedure.

First Floor

Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane,
designed several psychiatric hospitals in the Midwest in the 1860s and 1870s.

He believed that hospitals needed to be massive brick buildings to provide stable
environments for the patients, but he also wanted the facilities to be open, airy, and
well lit. One of his design features was an ornate grand staircase that usually framed
an atrium-like opening that extended to a massive skylight on the fourth floor. Our
hospital building featured this type of staircase. It is partially reassembled at the rear
of this floor.

The original chandelier that hung in the building vestibule has been installed
adjacent to the staircase. The stone lion under the chandelier, was removed from the
St. Louis State Hospital building (built in 1869) as it was being demolished in 1998.

The Superintendent’s Conference Room contains memorabilia and artifacts
honoring the facility’s Superintendents. The room is also used for small group
meetings. The larger conference room at the rear of the floor hosts visiting groups,
community meetings, and educational programs.

Grand Staircase
Stone Lion

In addition, a Gift Shop and Museum administrative offices are located on this floor.

Hospital Survey

Yellow Rose

Juke Box Hero

Basement

The hospital was largely self-sufficient until the mid-1950s. Hospital farms and
orchards produced fruit, vegetables, grains, feed for hog and dairy operations,
cattle and sheep. Exhibits in the basement hall illustrate hospital farm and
maintenance operations. Other exhibits include physical therapy, occupational
therapy, the sewing room, weaving, and a Sheltered Workshop exhibit.

The “Yellow Rose” and “Juke Box Hero” are classic examples of Woodson
Children’s Psychiatric Hospital’s educational programs. Because this building was
a medical and surgical building, a morgue and autopsy room were included in the
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Muscum Hours

Monday to Saturday . .. 10 am to 5 pm
Closed major holidays
Admission
$3.50 adults
$1.50 students
6 and under free

Glore

Psychiatric Museum
Part of St. Joseph Museums, Inc.

3406 Frederick Ave.
St. Joseph, MO 64506

Phone: 816-232-8471
Toll-Free: 1-800-530-8866
Fax: 816-232-8482
e-mail: sjm @stjosephmuseum.org
www.stjosephmuseum.org

Cover Photo: Face of a woman with psysiognomical
regions indicated, in Holmes W. Merton, Descriptive
Mentality (Philadelphia, 1899.) courtesy
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus
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Through The Years...

Nurses 1910

Patients on the lawn 1900

The Glore Psychiatric Museum is named for founder George Glore,
who spent most of his 41-year career with the Missouri Department of
Mental Health nurturing its collections into one of the largest and best
single exhibitions explaining the evolution of mental health care in the
United States.

George has worked tirelessly to acquire hundreds of documents and unique
artifacts representing a variety of treatment approaches, in the hope that
future generations might learn from the experiences of those who have
suffered one of the many forms of mental illness. His ultimate goal is to
reduce the stigma associated with the psychiatric treatment of patients,
their families, and communities.

George Glore

His pioneering work has been recognized nationally and internationally,
and has been the subject of numerous articles, reviews, and documentaries.

George retired in 1996, but remains active with the Museum as an advisor and informational source.

State Lunatic Asylum No.2 Opened November 1874

In November 1874 State Lunatic Asylum #2
opened with its first 25 patients on recently
purchased land east of the city. Dr. George

C. Catlett, the hospital’s first Superintendent
explained in his dedication remarks that this
hospital was dedicated “to the noble work of
reviving hope in the human heart, and dispelling
the portentous clouds that penetrate the intellects
of minds diseased.”

Demand caused rapid
growth. The original
275 beds filled quickly.
An additional 120 beds
were added, and then
another 350. Most
patients were admitted
by relatives who could
no longer provide for
their special needs.

Original building dedicated November 9, 1874

Throughout its 125-year history, the facility
has undergone a series of treatment and
cultural changes. The most recent change
evolved as the facility prepared to move
into a new building located across the street
from its original campus.

NMPRC dedicated June 1997 Ground was broken for the new Northwest
Missouri Psychiatric Rehabilitation Center
(NMPRC) in August 1994 and the building

was occupied in July 1997. The new campus

is designed for 108 intermediate and long term
adult beds.

A devastating fire in 1879 only temporarily
slowed that growth. When the hospital reopened
in 1880, it became a sanctuary for those who
did not fit into mainstream society. By the early
1950s, the patient population had grown to
nearly 3,000.

Women’s Ward 1905

Canteen

Cottage Sleeping Room



